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The first book I read in Scholastic's series wasÂ Mary Tudor: Courageous Queen or Bloody Mary?

(Wicked History), who has a "bad reputation" in history for executing Protestants. So she fit into the

infamous category. Francis Drake, however, has a swashbuckling reputation owing to his exploits

benefiting England. History is usually written by the victors. However, this book did try to present a

more evenhanded view of Drake. He was a pirate - even Queen Elizabeth knew this. During the

famous victory over the Spanish Armada, Drake disobeyed the fleet commander in order to attack

and loot a ship carrying the Spanish soldier's pay! He also heavily expanded the slave trade. Yet,

he did have a personal code - he often released his prisoners unharmed. This little book provides

information on most of Drake's expeditions, including his feat of sailing around the world, and how



his expeditions impacted the war with Spain and helped England gain wealth and naval

supremacy.There is one problem with the book, which the author readily admits - not much is known

about Drake before he came to command his own ship or even about many of his expeditions - so

there are quite a few instances of "Drake probably did..." and "It is likely that Drake...." However, this

is preferable to making unsupported statements, even in a non-scholarly work. And again, the list of

recommended sources for more information is a great feature.Overall, this is a great entry to a

wonderful series.

Bought this for my 9 year old who was doing a biography book report for his Montessori school.

Although he's a pretty good reader it lists this as a 12 year old level, but I think that's not quite right.

It was a VERY easy read for him. Maybe five words in the entire book he didn't know the meanings

of. The book fully engaged him, though, and he thoroughly enjoyed. So much so that we've bought

other books from the "A Wicked History" line and those too he's enjoyed.

My boys, ages 9 and 10, read this book as a supplement to their school work on great explorers.

They both enjoyed the book very much and I feel like they also learned a lot from reading the book.

Should be described as children's book

I really liked this little book. There is just enough information to wet your beak; that's all I wanted. I

would like to buy more books in the series.

It was a very good book i learned so much and it was also very short and once again it was good

Let me say up front, there is not much in this book that is inappropriate for children to read. Drake is

portrayed as avaricious and self-serving, which should come as no surprise. His exploits ("probable

exploits", since little has been recorded) are interesting, and when told from the perspective of

Spain, they take on a new twist.Kids who are seeking a "wicked" read may be disappointed in this

tame adventure.
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